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FINALREPORT qF RULES COMMITTEE - 1991 CONVENTION I N  LOUISVILLE, KY 
. . 

R-1 ~ o u s e k e e p i n g  

R-2 Not  emergency t h e r e f o r e  n o t  cons ide red  

R-3 P  19 add a  new 102.4 and renumber t h e  r e s t  
WARM-UP/WARM-DOWN AVAILABILITY - I f  t h e r e  i s  no t h e r  warm-up/warm-down area a v a i l a b l e  
i n  p o o l s  o f  f i v e  l a n e s  o r  more, one l a n e  s h a l l  be s e t  a s i d e  f o r  warm-up/warm-down 
d u r i n g  t h e  conduct  o f  t h e  meet. I f  t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  warm-up/warm-down a rea  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  poo ls  o f  f o u r  o r  fewer  l anes ,  swimmers s h a l l  be a l l o w e d  t o  swim t o  t h e  o t h e r  end 
o f  t h e  pool  a t  t h e  end o f  each heat,  and a  warm-uplwarm-down p e r i o d  must be o f f e r e d  
a t  l e a s t  once d u r i n g  each h a l f  hour o f  c o m p e t i t i o n .  

R-4 Housekeeping 

R-5 No t  emergency t h e r e f o r e  n o t  cons ide red  

2-6  i4ot eirlergency Cnerefore  r l o t  cor~sic iereci  

R-7 Housekeeping 

R-8 Add as an appendix 
R e s u l t s ,  tapes,  t i m i n g  p r i n t o u t s ,  t i m e  cards,  h e a t  sheet,  t i m e r s '  h e a t  sheets  o r  
swimmer l i s t s ,  and o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  usded t o  comp i le  r e s u l t s  and r e c o r d s  s h a l l  
be k e p t  f o r  a  minimum o f  one y e a r  a f t e r  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  meet. 

R-9 R-10 R-11 Not  emergency t h e r e f o r e  n o t  cons ide red  

. R-12 p  41 104.4.2B and 104.4.28.4 
B R o t a t i o n  o f  meet fo rmats  - The p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m a t  s h a l l  be r o t a t e d  i n  o r d e r  
(1 ,  2, and 3 )  among t h e  t h r e e  b a s i c  schedules w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  course .  
. 4  D e l e t e  e n t i r e l y  

R-13 R-14 R-15 No t  elllergency and t h e r e f o r e  n o t  cons ide red  

R-16 Add t o  apendix  as houskeeping 

R-17 p  48 105 .1 .3  
Each LMSC i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  Top Ten Times and USMS N a t i o n a l  Records ach ieved  
i n  i t s  LMSC i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r m a t  (see Appendix -- ),  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t imes  
ach ieved by-swimmers f rom o t h e r  LMSCs. 

R-18 - Use USS word ing  f o r  h e i g h t ;  o f  s t a r t i n g  b l o c k s  

R-19 - Use USS word ing  

R-20 p  59 A r t i c l e  203 
Move A r t i c l e  203.1 t o  A r t i c l e  201 and number i t  201 . 3  (see L - 1 2 ) .  D e l e t e  203.2 
i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

R-21 Was r e j e c t e d  by Rules Committee 

R-22 p  20 102 .9 .18  
B Age groups, sexes, and events  o f  t h e  salne d i s t a n c e  200 y a r d s  o r  l o n g e r  may be 
combined so t h a t  no swimmet. has t o  swi,:; a l o n e  and lanes  may be f i l l e d .  

R-23 No t  emergency and t h e r e f o r e  n o t  cons ide red  



USS Rule  changes approved by  t h e  House o f  - Delegates  

USS-9 p  25 102.13.1 
Swimmer's costun~es must be l i on - t ransparen t  and co r fo r l l l  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  concept  o f  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e .  The r e f e r e e  . . .  p r o p e r l y  costumed. 

USS-10 p 26 102.14.5 
. 5  Stand ing  on t h e  bot tom d u r i n g  a  f r e e s t y l e  r a c e  s h a l l  n o t  d i s q u a l i f y  a  swimmer, 
b u t  he must n o t  l e a v e  t h e  poo l ,  o r  walk,  o r  s p r i n g  f rom t h e  bot tom. S tand ing  on 
t h e  bo t tom d u r i n g  any o t h e r  s t r o k e  s h a l l  r e s u l t  i n  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  

USS-13 p  28 103.1.6 ( r e p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d i n g : )  
. 6  The r e f e r e e  may m o d i f y  any r u l e  f o r  a  swimmer who has a  d i s a b i l i t y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  
t h e  "USMS Adapted Swimming Handbook". Such m o d i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be based on recommen- 
d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S p o r t s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  d i s a b i l i t y .  I t  s h a l l  
be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  swimmer o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  Referee o f  t h e  
d j  sab.j; 1 Gy .p.*. . - - ~ . - .  - - - ~. - .  
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Report of the USMS Rules Committee 
September 20, 1991 

@he following proposals were deemed of an emergency nature and were 
reported out favorable by the committee: 

b R 20 203 by Michigan - for both Rules Committee and Legislation 
Committee 

P 59 -201.3 1 WmL PETRITS 
.1 A current USMS registration card shall serve as a valid travel 
permit. - 
.2 Any competitor touring in a foreign country may also obtain from 
the nation Masters Swimming registration chairman or his designee a 
written authoritative permission to compete in such country. 
222.2 71- . 7," 

& "L, 

3E.Z 102.9.1B 
P 20 Age groups &, sexes, and events of the same distance 200 yards or 

lonqer may be combined so that no swimmer has to swim alone and 
lanes may be filled. 

The following proposals were deemed of an emergency nature and were 
reported out favorable by the committee as amended: 

-- 

102.4 by Oregon - add a new section and renumber 
102.4 WARM UP/WARM DOWN AVAILABILITY - If there is no other warm 

-- 

side for warm ~~/warm down durinq the conduct of 

offered at least once durinq each half 

104.4.2B and 104.4.2B.4 
B Rotation of meet formats - The particular format shall be rotated 
in order (1, 2, and 3) among the three basic schedules without 
regard to course. 

4. delete 

(Note: Schedules will be changed to correspond to actual order in 
1991 and applicable years and courses will be added to the table.) 

105.1.3 by Pacific Northwest - clarify 
.3 Each LMSC is responsible for reporting the Top Ten Times and 
USMS National Records achieved in its LMSC in the appropriate 



format (see appendix), including all times achieved by swimmers 
from other LMSCs. 

R 18 107.2.3A by Michigan 
P 50 A Starting end - . . 
ih 
1 ' 

water depth for racinq starts as measured for a distance 
(1.0 meter) to 16' 5 "  (5.0 meters) from the end wall, durinq 
practice shall be as follows: 

1. In pools with water depth less than 3' 6" (1.07 meters) at the 
startinq end, the swimmer must start from the deck or from within 
the water. 

2. In pools with water depth 3' 611 (1.07 meters) to less than 4' 
(1.22 meters) at the starting end, startinq platforms shall be no 
more than 18" (0.46 meters) above the water surface. 

3. In pools with water depth 4' (1.22 meters) or more at the 
starting end, starting platforms shall meet the height requirements 
of section 107.11 [@PI, NC] 

(Note: the actual wording of USS shall be used if passed by USS) 
The following proposals were deemed of an emergency nature and were 

?reported out favorable by the committee as amended if passed by USS: - 
107.12.2 

.2 Size, Color and Safety - Dividers shall consist ... of the 
floats. Distinctive colored floats, or markers extendinq 
around the full circumference of the floats, shall be placed 
at 15 meters (49' 2.5") from each end wall in both short 
course and long course pools. There shall be ... 

Addition business conducted include the following: 

The follow were recommend to be placed in an addition appendix: 

-- - - 
Results, tapes, timinq printouts, time cards, heat sheets or 
swimmers list, and other information used to compile results and 
records shall be kept for a minimum of one year after conclusion of 

pr the meet. 

K 16 

L Publication of meet results - Meet results in the appropriate v' format (Individual events - by sex - women first, then men; within 
each sex by age groups - youngest to oldest, and within each age 
group the followinq stroke order: freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke, butterfly, and individual medley - shortest to 



longest distance within each stroke; Relay events - by sex - women 
first, then men, then mixed; within each sex the following relay 
order; 200 free, 200 medley, 400 free, 400 medley, and 800 free; 
and within each relay event by age groups - youngest to oldest) and 
club scores will be published ... 

The following proposals were condsider housekeeping: 

R 1 101.6.3B 
P17 101.6 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY 

.3b Backstroke to Breaststroke - ... The prescribed 
body position must be attained prior to the first arm stroke. 

R4 102.9.1E by Michigan - Clarification 
P 20 .lE 1000/1650 yard and 800/1500 meter freestyle events may 

be seeded differently than events of a shorter distance (e.g., 
distance events may be seeded fast-to-slow in meets where shorter 

Woments and ments heats may be alternated in the distance eients. 
The meet announcement shall state the seeding for those events. 

R 7 103.6.3 
P 34 .3 All scratches which have occurred after the printing of the heat 

sheet shall be reported to the clerk of course and he shall . *. notify the ~eferee and scoring desk )R L L ; ~ ; , . ,  ,f ?ke f-iltwe 
of any changes to the seeding of an 

event. 

The following proposals were not considered of an emergency nature and are 
therefore not to be consider by the House of Delegates: 

R 2 102.3.2B by Kentucky - Add an exception 
P 19 B Short course (25 Meter) and long course (50 meter) - 76+, loo+, 

120+, 160+, 240+, 280+, and 320+. The aggregate age of the four 
relay team members shall determine the age group?, except if that 
relay has a 19-24 year old swimmer on it, then that relay shall 
compete in the 76+ aqe group only. 

R 5 102.14.6 by Michigan - Reword to conform 
P 26 - 6  ---:----'.-,,-; 

. . 
L L" L 

Obstructinq another swimmer by 
swimming across another lane or otherwise interferinq across 
another lane ma-y shall disqualify the offender and the 



disqualified offender shall immediately be removed from the 
lane. - 

R 6 102.16.2 by Potomac Valley - clarify by addition 
fl .2 The minimum number of officials at USMS sanctioned or approved 

Masters swimming meets shall include the following: 

1 Referee 
1 Starter 
2 Stroke and Turn Judges 
2 Timers per lane (if automatic timing is not being used) 
1 Timer per lane (if automatic timing is beinq used1 

The Referee and Starter may double as stroke and turn judges, but 
the Referee and Starter may not be the same person. One of the 
officials should be a USS or YMCA certified referee, starter, or 
stroke and turn judge. 

104.1.1 by Gulf - change dates of SC Nationals 
P 38 .1 Short Course National Championship Meet Dates - Men's and 

women's short course (25 yards) National Championship Meet, 
which shall be held between April 3S 1 and May 31. - The 
Championship Committee shall encourage the earliest date which 
is practical within that framework. 

R 10 104.4.1A3 by Pacific Northwest - clarification 
' 40 .3 ... Changes may be effected in the conduct of the meet to fit 

the situation lsuch chanqes will not be chanqes of any USMS rulesl. 

R 11 104.4.2B2 by Pacific - a recommendation 
P 41 2. ... may be swum as either the first day program or the last day 

program. It is recommended that the 800/1000 freestyle and the 
1500/1650 freestyle be swum on a weekday. 

R 13 104.4.2B5 by Pacific - Change years for schedules 
P 41 5. The three basic schedules shall chosen every three (3) 

years, starting in 1991, by a ... 
R 14 104.4.4A2 by Michigan - Delete and reword 
P 42 2. Foreign swimmers - Foreiqn swimmers who are not reqistered with 

USMS are welcome to compete in National Championship Meets, however 
written proof of reqistration with their country's national 
governinq body for Masters swimminq must accompany the meet entry. 

R 15 104.4A2 by Pacific Northwest - clarify 
P 42 2. Foreign Swimmers - National Championship Meets will include and 

welcome foreign swimmers on an equivalent basis e+ U.S. 
swimmers except that they may not qualify for USMS Top Ten, 
Records, and All-American awards. 

Respectfully Submitted 



" .  

8. ACTION: P a s s e d  Defeated c ~ a s s e d / a n e n d e d  Tabled Postponed P u l l e d  
U 

Proposed by t h e  Rules Committee - t o  a l low a m e e t  r e f e r e e  t o  combine 

A e v e n t s  a s  needed. The NG-4 j u s t  modified t h e i r  rule 3-5-2 t o  a l low 
d i f f e r e n t  s t r o k e s  over  t h e  same d i s t a n c e  t o  be h e l d  s imul taneous ly  when 
t h e r e  i s  one empty l ane  between s t r o k e s .  

59 Page 22 102.8 CHANGE OF PROGRAM AND POSTPONEMENT 
60 .2 At the Meet Referee's discretion, events 2-W 
61 e + + a + y = +  - may be combined by 
62 age, sex, a&!-&? distance, and/or stroke provided there is at 
63 least one empty lane between +wf such . . ' combined 
64 events. 4. - 

Proposed by t h e  Rules Committee - t o  conform t o  NFSHsA, NCAA and FINA a l l  
o f  whom do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p reven t  t h e  u s e  of a two-piece "warm- 
u p / t r a i n i n g  s u i t "  i n  competi t ion.  

65 ' Page 23 102.9 COSTUME 
66 .1 Design - Swimmer's costume must be non-transparent 
67 and conform to the current concept of the appropriate. 
68 .......,...... - 

/ 

110. ACTION: (passed ) Defeated Passed/amended Tabled Postponed P u l l e d  

.w 

P Proposed by t h e  Rules Committee - c u r r e n t  r u l e  i s  s i l e n t  on s t r o k e s  o t h e r  
t h a n  f r e e s t y l e .  

69 Page 24 102.10 DISQUALIFICATIONS 
70 .5 Standing on the bottom during a freestyle race shall not 
7 1  disqualify a swimmer, but he must not leave the pool, or 
72 walk, or spring from the bottom. Standinq on the bottom 
7 3 durinq any other stroke shall result in disaualification. 

13. ACTION: Passed Defeated Passed/amended Tabled Postponed P u l l e d  

~ r o ~ o s e d  by t h e  ~ u l e s  Committee - t o  a l l o w  a r e f e r e e  t o  u s e  t h e  USS 
Adapted Swimming Handbook procedures a s  needed i n  compet i t ion.  

86 Page 27 102.13 REFEREE 
87 
88 

& 
89 The Referee may modifv any rule for t-e swimmer 
90 who has a disabilitvidentified in the "Handbook for Ada~ted 

Qi 
Com~etitive Swimminq". Such modification shall be based on 
recommendations of the National SDorts Orqanizations for the 
identified disability. It shall be the resDonsibility of the 

94 swimmer, to notifv the referee of the disabilitv prior to 
9 5 com~etitkon. , -. ,> ,. ,;;%:.5sk?: + : - : I : <  

n k  - 
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Rule Changes Approved fot* the 1972 Rule Rook: 

The fo l l ow ing  r epo r t  shows the  language as i t  w i l l  appear i n  the r u l e  book. 
S t r i cken  language does no t  appear i n  t h i s  t e x t .  Refer t o  the "Report o f  
the  USHS Rules Committee" dated September 20 f o r  the  t e x t  of s t r i cken 
language. (None o f  the bo ld  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h a t  I typed i n  p r i n t e d  out i n  
t h i s  copy, because we don ' t  have a l l  the p r i n t e r  in fo rmat ion  entered on the 
laptop t h a t  I used. Sor ry !  

R-1 p. 17 101.6.3H (housekeeping) 
The prescr ibed s t roke  form must be a t ta ined  from the beginning o f  the f i t - s t  
arm s  t tmoI::e. 
( O r ,  "The s t r oke  form prescr ibed i n  A r t i c l e  101.2.2 must be a t t a i ned  from 
the beginning o f  the  f i t - s t  at-m stt-ol:e." Which do you l i k e  best,  June'? 
This i s  .the one you t o l d  me .to go ahead and co r rec t  because the  second 
sentence of 101.5.3B already addresses body pos i t i on .  That l a s t  sentence 
i s  si.[pposed t o  address stt-ol.::e form, and i t  i s  supposed t o  be 1j.ke the  l a s t  
senter1c:e on page 5 ,  101.1.4, breaststrol-re tut-ns.) 

K - 2  Not emergency and therefol-e no t  considel-ed. 

H-3 p. 19 Add a  new 102.4 and renumber the  res t .  
WAHM-UP/WAF:H-DOWN AVAILfiBILITY - I f  there  i s  no other* warm-up/watnm-down 
at-ea a v a i l a b l e  i n  pools  oP f i v e  lanes o r  mot-e, one lane s h a l l  be se t  aside 
f o r  war-m-up/warm-down dnt-ing the conduct o f  the  meet. I f  thet-e i s  no other  
warm-up/warm-down at-ea avai  l a b l e  i n  pools  o f  .four o r  fewer lanes, swimmer-s 
s h a l l  be al lowed t o  swim t o  the  other end o f  the  pool  a t  the end o f  each 
heat, and a  warm-up/warm-down per iod  must be o f f e red  a t  l eas t  once dur ing 
each h a l f  hour o f  compet i t ion.  

a (My d i c t i o n a r y  says two wot-ds Cwarm up and warm down1 when i t ' %  a verb and 
hyphenated Cwarm-up and warm--down1 when i t ' s  a  noun. Add a  comma between 
"heat"  and "and". 

H-4 p. 20 102.9.1E <housekeeping) 
The 1000/1651:1 yard and RClO/lSCIO meter- f t -eestyle events may be seeded 
d i f f e r e n t l y  than events o f  a  sho r t e r  d is tahce (e.g., d is tance events may be 
seeded fast - to-s low i n  meets where shor te r  events a re  seeded s low-to- fast ) .  
Women's and men's heats may be a l t e rna ted  i n  the d is tance events. The meet 
announcement s h a l l  s t a t e  the  seeding for those events. 
(Ga i l  and June, ". . .events of sho r t e r  distances"'? I s  " i n  meets where" 
(:rorret:t use of t h a t  adverb'?) 

- 

R-5  Not emergency and the re fo re  no t  considered. 

R-6 Not emergency and there fore  no t  considered. 

H-'7 p .  34 102.6.3 (hausel-::eeping) 
A11 scratches which have occurred a f t e r  the p r i n t i n g  o f  the heat sheet 
shall .  be t-epot-ted t o  the clet-I:: of course and he s h a l l  n o t i f y  the  Referee 
and scor ing  desk of any changes t o  the seeding of an event. 

R-O Add the f o l l ow ing  as an appendix: 
Fi'esuLts, .tapes, t im ing  prj .r t touts, t ime cards, t ime rs '  heat sheets ot- 
swimmer l i s t s ,  and o ther  in fo rmat ion  used t o  compile r e s u l t s  and records 
shall .  be kept f o r  a  minim~~m o f  one year. a f te t -  conc l~ ts ion  o f  the  meet. 
!Jcuie, the  t-epot-t submitted t o  tlhe House o f  Delegates l e . f t  out the war-d 
" t i m e r s ' "  and changed "swimmer l i s t s "  t o  "swimmer-s 1  i s t " .  The on ly  changes 
I have a  t3ecni..d o f  i s :  adding "fot. a  minim!-tin o f "  and d e l e t i n g  the l a s t  
sentence about en t r y  forms. D id  I miss something'? I d i d n ' t  accept such 
c:hariges.. 



R-9 Not emergency and the re fo re  no t  considered. 

F:-10 N0.L emergency and the re fo re  no t  consider-ed. * R-11 Not emergency and there fore  not  considered. 

13-12 p. 41 104.4.2B and 104.4.2B.4 
B Rota t ion  o f  meet fot-mats - The pat- t iculat-  format s h a l l  be r o t a ted  i n  
order. (1, 2, and 3) anrorig the  th ree basic  schedules wi thout  regard t o  
r:o~\rse. 
.4. de le te  e n t i r e l y  
(Ga i l ,  the  th ree basic  schedules w i l l  be publ ished i n  the r u l e  book i n  the 
ac tua l  order  of use f o r  1441 and 1942, and app l i cab le  years and courses 
wil.1 be added t o  the  heading o f  the sc:hedul.e chap-t on pages 40 and 41 
C104.4.2Al. The cut-t-ent schedule A w i l l  be #1, the cu r ren t  schedule C w i l l  
be #2, and the c1.1t-rent schedule H w i l l  be #3. Add the  course and years 
[ l i k e  the cha r t  on page 381 ~lndet-neath the  sched~ \ l e  headings and above "1s t  
Gay" i n  each column.) 

F:-15 Not emergency and therefot-e no t  i:orisidered. 

R-14 Not emergency and thet-ef o re  no t  considered. 

F:-15 Not emergency and therefor-e not  considered. 

R-16 Add the f o l l ow ing  as an appendix: 
Pub l i ca t i on  o f  meet r e s u l t s  - Meet r e s u l t s  i n  the  appropr ia te  format 
( I n d i v i d u a l  events - by sex - women f i r s t ,  then men; w i t h i n  each se,: by aye 
groups - youngest t o  o ldes t ,  and w i t h i n  each age group the  fo l l ow ing  s t roke  
c~t-.det-; . f reesty le ,  backstrolte, breaststt-olre, butter- f l .y,  and i n d i v i d u a l  
medley - shor tes t  t o  1.ongest d is tances w i t h i n  each strol::e; Relay events -- 
by sex - women f i r s t ,  then men, then mixed; w i t h i n  each sex the  . fo l lowing 
t-elay order-; 200 f ree ,  200 medley, 4!:)C1 f ree ,  41:11) medley, and 800 f r e e i  and 
w i t h i n  each t-elay event by age gt-oups - younges.t t o  o l des t )  and c lub  scores 
w i l l  be publ ished .... 
R-17 p. 48 105.1.3 
Each LMSC i s  responsib le f o r  r epo r t i ng  Top Ten Times and USMS Nat iona l  
Records achieved i n  i t s  LMSC i n  the appropr ia te  format (see Appendix 1 ,  
i n c l ud i ng  a l l  t imes achieved by swimmers from o ther  LMSCs. 

R-18 p.50 107.2.3A (Replace w i t h  the f o l l ow ing  LJSS wording:) 
67 S t a r t i n g  end - Minimum water- deptti for- rac ing  s ta t - ts  as meas~~red for. a  
d is tance 1.0 metet- (3  fee t ,  3-1/2 inches) t o  5.0 meters (16 fee t ,  5 inches) 
from the  end wa l l ,  dur ing e i t h e r  compet i t ion o r  p r a c t i c e  s h a l l  be as 
fo l lows:  
1. I n  pools  w i t h  water depth l ess  than 1.07 meters ( 3  fee t .  6  inches) a t  
the  s t a r t i n g  end, the swimmer must s t a r t  from the deck o r  from w i t h i n  the 
water; [PI,  N C I  
2. I n  poo ls  w i t h  water depth 1.07 meters 1.3 feet ,  4 inches) t o  l e ss  than 
1.22 meters (4  f e e t )  a t  the s t a r t i n g  end, s t a r t i n g  p la t fo rms s h a l l  be no 
more than 0.46 meters (18 inches) above the water surface: and E l l .  NC3 
5. I n  poo ls  w i th  water- depth 1.22 meters ( 4  f ee t )  o r  more a t  the  s t a r t i n g  
end, p la t fo rms  s h a l l  meet the  he igh t  t.eq~liaements o f  A r t i . c l e  107.11.1. CM, 
N C I  
(Ga i l ,  I used .the proposed USS wording w i t h  the  f o l l ow ing  exceptions: I 
t-ever-sed the or-deb- o f  mea!;ut-ements .f rum .feet (meters) t o  meters ( f e e t )  t o  
he cons is ten t  w i t h  the  order we 1i.s.L them i n  othet- areas of A r t i c l e  107" I 
used " fee t " ,  commas, hyphens, and f t -act ions (measurements) cons is ten t  w i th  



. . 1 
. t h e  u s a g e  i n  A t ' t i c l e  1 0 7 ,  I p l a c e d  C M ,  NCI a s  w e  d o  i n  R r t i c l e  107, a n d  I 
a d d e d  " a n d "  a t  , t h e  e n d  0.f " 2  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  use o f  s e m i c o l o n s .  However-, I 
l e f t  t h e  f i r s t  r o r d  o f  e a c h  p o i n t  c a p i t a l i z e d .  S h o u l d  w e  u s e  p e r i o d s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  semicoloris a n d  d e l e t e  ttie "a r id "  a t  ttie e n d  o f  " 2  or- b e g i n  e a c h  
p 0 i n . t  w i . t h  s m a l l  l e t t e t - s ' ?  I p u t  i n  t h e  cot-t-ect U S M S  t - e f e t - e n c e  i n  .3. 
Would y o u  p l e a s e  p t -oof t -ead  t h i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  wot -d ing  t h a t  p a s s e d  U S 5 1  D i d  
LJSC; p t - o p o s e d  r u l e  cl-larlge # 2 5  p a s s ' ? )  

R-19 p.  52 1 0 7 . 1 2 . 2  (Add t h e  f o l l o w i n g  U S S  w o r d i n g : )  
-7 

. L  S i r e ,  C o l o r ,  a n d  S a f e t y  - D i v i d e r - s  s h a l l  c o n s i s i t  . . . o f  . t h e  f l o a t s .  
D i s t i n c t i v e  c o l o t - e d  f l o a t s ,  o r  m a r l : e r s  e , : t e n d i r i g  a r o u n d  t h e  f u l l  
c i r .c~. tmfet-ence o f  t h e  f l o a . t s ,  s h a l l  b e  p l a c e d  a t  15 meters (49 f e e t ,  2- - l /2  
i n c h e s )  .fr-om e a c h  e n d  wall  i n  b o t h  s h o r t  c o u t ' s e  a n d  l o n g  c o u r - s e  p o o l s .  
T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  . . . 
( G a i l ,  p l e a s e  p r o o f r e a d  t h i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t u a l  USS w o r d i n g  t h a t  p a s s e d . )  

R-20 p .  5 9  A r t i c l e  203 
Move A r t i c l e  203. 1 t o  A r t i c l e  201 a n d  n u m b e r  i t  201.3 (see L--12) .  
D e l e t e  203.2 i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y .  

R-21 Not e m e r g e n c y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d .  
( J u n e ,  w h a t  w a s  H-21.7 I c a n ' t  .Find t h e  te, : . t  o f  i t . )  

R-22 p .  20 102 .9 .1H  
EI Age g r o u p s ,  s e x e s ,  arid e v e n t s  o'f t h e  same d i s t a n c e  200 y a r d s  or' l o n g e r  
may b e  c o m b i n e d  s o  t h a t  n o  s w i n i m e r  h a s  t o  s w i m  a l o n e  a n d  l a n e s  may b e  
. f i I . l e d .  
( G a i l . ,  s h o ~ t l d  t h e r e  b e  a comma b e t w e e n  " c o m b i n e d "  a n d  " s o " ' ? )  

a R-23 Not e m e r g e n c y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d .  

USS r u l e  c h a n g e s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  o f  D e l e g a t e s :  

USS--9 p .  25 1 0 2 . 1 3 . 1  
S w i m n i e t - ' s  cost~unes m u s t  b e  n o n - t r a n s p a t - e n t  a n d  confor-m t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  
c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e .  T h e  R e f e r e e  . . . p r o p e r l y  c o s t u m e d .  

USS-I0 p .  26 102.14.5 
- 5  S t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  b o t t o m  d u r i n g  a f r e e s t y l e  race s h a l l  n o t  d i s q u a l i f y  a 
s w i m m e r ,  bct t  tie m u s t  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  p o o l ,  o r  wall : : ,  or. s p r i n g  ft-om t h e  
k)o.ttom. S t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  b o t t o m  d c ~ r i n g  a n y  o t h e r -  s t t - o k e  s h a l l  r e s u l t  i n  
d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  

USS-13 p.  28 1 0 3 . 1 . 6  ( R e p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d i n g : )  
.6  T h e  R e f e r e e  may m o d i f y  a n y  r u l e  f o r  a s w i m m e t -  who h a s  a d i s a b i l i t y  
i d e n t i - f i e d  i n  t h e  "LJSMS R d a p t e d  Swimming H a n d b o o k " .  S ~ t c h  m o d j . f i c & \ t i o n  
s h a l l  b e  b a s e d  o n  t - e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S p o t - t s  O t - g a n i z a t i o n s  for'. 
t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  d i s a b i l i t y .  I t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  ' e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s w i m m e r  
c3t. h i s  t ' e p t - e s e n t a t i v e  t o  n o t i T y  t h e  R e f e r e e  0 . f  t h e  d i s a b i l i . k y  p r i n t -  t o  t h e  
c o m p e t i t i o n .  
( G a i l ,  I t - e f e t - e n c e d  . t h e  USMS h a n d b o o k  r a t h e r -  t h a n  t h e  USS handboolc .  I  w a s  
s u p p o s e d  t o  d o  t h a t ,  wasrr ' t I'? And I a d d e d  "or  h i 5  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e " .  Your  
no.ten; s a i d ,  "ot- t - e p t - e s e n t a t i v e " .  YOLI s a i d  w e  W O L I ~ ~  L tpda t e  t h e  USMS 
tiandbooi::, d i d n  ' t y o u ? )  

a I h a v e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  tliis t-epot-t  USS rule c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  
a ~ t t o m a t i c a l l y  a d o p t e d  b y  USMS. ( G a i l ,  w o u l d  y o u  s e n d  m e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  USS 
t - u l e  c h a n g e s  . t h a t  p a s s e d ?  T h a n k s ! )  



lonqest distance within each stroke; Relay events - by sex - women 
first, then men, then mixed; within each sex the following relay 
order; 200 free, 200 medley, 400 free, 400 medley, and 800 free: 
and within each relay event by aqe groups - youngest to oldest) and 
club scores will be published ... 

The following proposals were condsider housekeeping: 

R 1 - 101.6.3B 
~ 1 7  101.6 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY 

.3b Backstroke to Breaststroke - ... The prescribed 
body position must be attained prior to the first arm stroke. 

R 4 102.9.1E by Michigan - Clarification 
P 20 .1E B I Z  1000/1650 yard and 800/1500 meter freestyle events may 

be seeded differently than events of a shorter distance (e.q., 
distance events may be seeded fast-to-slow in meets where shorter 
events are seeded slow-to-fast). 

Women's and men's heats may be alternated in the distance eGents. 
The meet announcement shall state the seeding for those events. 

- 
P 34 . 3  All scratches which have occurred after the printing of the heat 

sheet shall be reported to the clerk of course and he shall 
notify the Referee and scoring desk t:., f ~ i k t r e  . . 

of any chanqes to the seeding of an 
event. 

The following proposals were not considered of an emergency nature and are 
therefore not to be consider by the House of Delegates: 

R 2 102.3.2B by Kentucky - Add an exception 
P 19 B Short course (25 Meter) and long course (50 meter) - 76+, loo+, 

120+, 160+, 240+, 280+, and 320+. The aggregate age of the four 
relay team members shall determine the age group-, except if that 
relay has a 19-24 year old swimmer on it, then that relay shall 
compete in the 76+ age qroup only. 

R 5 102.14.6 by Michigan - Reword to conform 
P 26 .6 m: :A;,.., 

. . 
~bstructinq another-swimmer by 

swimming across another lane or otherwise interfering across 
another lane mey shall disqualify the offender and the 



disqualified offender shall immediately be removed from the 

P 27 .2 The minimum number of officials at USMS sanctioned or approved 
Masters swimming meets shall include the following: 

1 Referee 
1 Starter 
2 Stroke and Turn Judges 
2 Timers per lane (if automatic timing is not being used) 
1 Timer per lane (if automatic timing is being used) 

The Referee and Starter may double as stroke and turn judges, but 
the Referee and Starter may not be the same person. One of the 
officials should be a USS or YMCA certified referee, starter, or 
stroke and turn judge. 

R 9 104.1.1 by Gulf - change dates of SC Nationals 
P 38 .1 Short Course National Championship Meet Dates - Men's and 

women's short course (25 yards) National Championship Meet, 
which shall be held between April 3S 1 and May 31. The - 
Championship Committee shall encourage the earliest date which 
is practical within that framework. 

6 :: 104.4.1A3 by Pacific Northwest - clarification 
. 3  ... Changes may be effected in the conduct of the meet to fit 
the situation lsuch changes will not be changes of any USMS rules). 

R 11 104.4.2B2 by Pacific - a recommendation 
P 41 2. ... may be swum as either the first day program or the last day 

program. It is recommended that the 800/1000 freestyle and the 
1500/1650 freestyle be swum on a weekday. 

R 13 104.4.2B5 by Pacific - Change years for schedules 
P 41 5. The three basic schedules shall chosen every three (3) 

years, starting in 1991, by a ... 
R 14 104.4.4A2 by Michigan - Delete and reword 
P 42 2. Foreign swimmers - Foreign swimmers who are not registered with 

USMS are welcome to compete in National Championship Meets, however 
written proof of registration with their country's national 
governing body for Masters swimming must accompany the meet entry. 

R 15 104.4A2 by Pacific Northwest - clarify 
P 42 2. Foreign Swimmers - National Championship Meets will include and 

welcome foreign swimmers on Hte-4ewe an equivalent basis RS to U.S. - 
swimmers except that they may not qualify for USMS Top Ten, 
Records, and All-American awards. 

espectfully Submitted e 



Report of the USMS Rules Committee 
September 20, 1991 

.he following proposals were deemed of an emergency nature and were 
reported out favorable by the committee: 

R 20 203 by Michigan - for both Rules Committee and Legislation 
Committee 

P 59 -201.3 1 TmrlVEL PERMITS 
.1 A current USMS registration card shall serve as a valid travel 
permit. 
-2 Any competitor touring in a foreign country may also obtain from 
the nation Masters Swimming registration chairman or his designee a 
written authoritative permission to compete in such country. 
282.2 p 

r :  
2. A- - 

R 22 102.9.1B 
P 20 Age groups aid, sexes, and events of the same distance 200 yards or 

longer may be combined so that no swimmer has to swim alone and 
lanes may be filled. 

The following proposals were deemed of an emergency nature and were 
reported out favorable by the committee as amended: 

102.4 by Oregon - add a new section and renumber 
102.4 WARM UP/WARM DOWN AVAILABILITY - If there is no other warm 
up/warm down area available in pools of five lanes or more, one 
lane shall be set aside for warm up/warm down during the conduct of 
the meet. If there is no other warm up/warm down area available in 
pools of four or fewer lanes, swimmers shall be allowed to swim to 
the other end of the pool at the end of each heat and a warm 
up/warm down period must be offered at least once durinq each half 
hour of competition. 

R 12 104.4.2B and 104.4.2B.4 
P 41 B Rotation of meet formats - The particular format shall be rotated 

in order (1, 2, and 3) among the three basic schedules without 
regard to course. 

4. delete 

(Note: Schedules will be changed to correspond to actual order in 
1991 and applicable years and courses will be added to the table.) 

R 17 105.1.3 by Pacific Northwest - clarify 
.3 Each LMSC is responsible for reporting the Top Ten Times and 
USMS National Recordsachieved in its LMSC in the appropriate 



format (see appendix), including all times achieved by swimmers 
from other LMSCs. 

R 18 107.2.3A by Michigan 
P 50 A Starting end - . . . . 

Minimum water depth for racing starts as measured for a distance 
3'3.5" (1.0 meter) to 16' 5" (5.0 meters) from the end wall, during 
either practice shall be as follows: 

1. In pools with water depth less than 3' 6" (1.07 meters) at the 
starting end, the swimmer must start from the deck or from within 
the water. 

2. In pools with water depth 3' 6" (1.07 meters) to less than 4' 
(1.22 meters) at the startinq end, starting platforms shall be no 
more than 18" (0.46 meters) above the water surface. 

3. In pools with water depth 4' (1.22 meters) or more at the 
starting end, startinq platforms shall meet the height requirements 
of section 107.11 [Wg, NC] 

(Note: the actual wording of USS shall be used if passed by USS) 
The following proposals were deemed of an emergency nature and were 
reported out favorable by the committee as amended if passed by USS: 

19 107.12.2 
P 52 .2 Size, Color and Safety - Dividers shall consist ... of the 

floats. Distinctive colored floats, or markers extending 
around the full circumference of the floats, shall. be placed 
at 15 meters (49' 2.5") from each end wall in both short 
course and long course pools. There shall be ... 

Addition business conducted include the following: 

The follow were recommend to be placed in an addition appendix: 

-, - - 
Results, tapes, timing printouts, time cards, heat sheets or 
swimmers list, and other information used to compile results and 
records shall be kept for a minimum of one year after conclusion of 
the meet. 

- 
Publication of meet results - Meet results in the a~~ro~riate . . - ~  ~& 

format (Individual events - by sex - women first, then men; within 
each sex by age qroups - youngest to oldest, and within each aqe 
group the followinq stroke order: freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke, butterfly, and individual medley - shortest to 
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