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THURSDAY, EMBER 

preaenc were Meg 
hy nonnel'ly, Mary 

A£ t e r  .dering three bids to p r i n t  the  1997 Rule Book, we 
awarded the bid to Gateway Print ing  bf Hamburg, New York. 

Meg reported- that t h e  Rules Committee had voced to approve 50th the 
amendments submitted by the  Rule Book Committee. 

The winning m v e r  design was submitted by Graphic Services of 
Tampa, Inc, 

Marilyn Fink will proofread changes to Part One. Stave Hogan will 
proof read changes to Part Three .  Meg w i l l .  compile Appendix A a£ t a r  
receiving updated records via E-Mail from Walt Reid. Lil 
will compile Appendix C. Dorothy will compile Apperrdix E. Phyllis 
will compile Appendix P. We anticipate few 'w no changes to Parts 
Two, Four, Five,  and Six, and Appendices B and D, so no 
proofreading will be necessary fox these parts of the  Rule Book. If 
the adapted swimming guide l ine~ l  are incorporated into Part One, 
then Appendix G w i l l  be deleted, 

We compLetcd our style manual (copies available upon.-re-est$ . =he-- 
key points: 

* Capitalize titles only when they immediately precede a 
personal name (e  .g., President Goldstein) . T i t l e s  
following a personal name or used alone in place of a name 
are lowercased ( e  .g., the president; Me1 G~ldstein, president) , 
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USMS RULE BOOK 

Two years ago the Rule Book Committee weal tho@ and h m d  as m y  inscaaccs of imdsttnt 
capitalization as we could, and then decidbd on a staadaJd we. In general, ariything that was unique, w f 

m i d  k considered a proper nwn, we mpicaliwd ( ~ g . ,  t2w kefefec), Anything yw cwld have more than 
ane of we considered genetic, and did not @tali* (e.g., timer). E w y m  on the Committee did not 
always agree on what should aad s h d d  rsot be capitalid, and Bsspements were m l e d  by the 
Chairman (who is still pretty wishy-washy about some of them). The Ust: 

All-American M a t i d  mce 
All-American Lnng Distance Swimming Ttam ~&iOnalrecon;l - ' 

I -  Announcer National Registrar 
i ,  annual meeting ogicers 
, ,  . kssismr Referee offici J rinrt . . ' .. 

I 

, , automatic riming Pan [ (c .~ .  . Part OnS) 
budget Past P+#, Immadi~te Past Presidat 
Chef Judge . . h i d a n t  

J 

:, Chief Timer Prasa S t d  
' - Clerk of Coum h t m t  Committee b -. the Cak Recall Ropt Operm~ 

. . Code of RegulatibnS RecPII smtr 
Recorder . .  Commirte, the Committee 

I Committm Cl-nimm, Chairman of Wem 
ihe Committee Rtgistralim C!M- 

Controller Review Section 
the Corpor~l~on - Rules for Long Distance Swimming 
3~rer-tcr. 7l~:iid j:fD:~:cterrli Rules of Competition 

Snfery Cc~lrd~ijator tlr~ergt!lc! n b c d j ~ d  ICLI~ I~~LI~~~I  
utcr:15: - 

E\i.:lrl il'c Sc~rclan 
I-Lac L,.+IW " I t l l t r  

a House of  IJetcgotes. Elclcgale~ 
state of tcgal Comiu.! 

~nmrlual tirntn:: - H C Q ~ ,  i\lr:i, relay td$~ffjudgt 
timer. larw rlnier , 

Timing Equipmm~t Operaior \k)slurr. S ~ t n n r ~ ~ u g  
meef adr.:.wt 

Top Tcn Recorder MLT~ C I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ . I L I . , C  
rnt;ct c:Lrlir;~.; i c~rrt r a ~ f  
l!dc\ L l t ~ t . ~ l ~ i ~  

- U S M S M r  B d  M ~ c t  I-:\ alurrt i f r ~ ~  C~t~wurt~i 
VimPresidcnt s. . 

' ' _  World record 



Numbering 
When IO sp~:ll out and \vhe~l nor lo spell our? Before tlii. 1996 Ilulc Book, \ie !sere i~~:orrsrsie~~~. S u r ~ ~ c  
places \be nr111ld s,1j "nwn:y days" arrd u111~r places. "21, d;~gs." Even \rorse, SOIIIC places w.i saitl 
"ltirr:?, (21); dd)s " 111 ail ;ilte!llpl to sli~ndardizc. for 111' IY9G Rule Rook \ye foiio\r.ed ihs 
reco111111t11diI~oti of !lit U~~iversi?: cf Ct!icago:\i~~!~rrtrl ~;/'.Yfv/e (1'2th etiitiort. 1%9, p, 1961: ..in 
11onsir~srtific lcs6 ,nailer csacl numbers of less l h u ~  one hu~~tlri:d should bs .~pe!lutl o ~ ~ t ,  and I I U ~ I I ~ Y S  ~f 
onr: I~ar~icircd or  ore sl~ould be evpresscd ill lig~zrcl;." Honever, ~JIficr consult in^ numcsaus gialtilrvar 
1c.~1k3oks, a?ri colb$idering rhal the mcnrb~?l.s of thc Rulcs Coln111itlc.c cspressetl a prel'cxtrcr. lot. u s i ~ ~ g  
tigir~es r,::l~~.r t;!<r?: spcliing cut I I ~ I I I I ~ ~ I . ~ .  B C  h:r\% decided to follou tile s ~ )  le  rcco!~l~neuded ill  ;Iq:gtz;!otis 
r o  .II~I;I:JI,.v [!?'l,it* l<qtorts f(l11e ( . ;~~t~!~i .S lo le . \  (?!,010$1~0/ .Y~inj<~: (7th cdic~o~r. 199 I. p. I 17): ''age. 
dcgrel:, ~~r...iu~i~~:ar:ent. la1ollc.v. psrccolxgc, proporlion. lilne, :lad si!t~il;ir matlcii crm cxprcsscd in Iiguws." 

'I'i~is .+I:I i i : : r ; , :  oucts~;~ry  sc\er?1 houseke~:ping cIr:\rl,~es for the lY07 RLIIC D o o ~ ,  Llul if the Cllairrllit~l 
1r1dke5 \l:c.~: ,~!c.i, l l tdi)~i  tile con\-errtion. the! zltorrld 1101 be an  u~idilc burdcil. F m n  i~orv on. all 
rrlcasulctnc:jt i:r ihc Rule Uoolt nil1 bc cxpr.!rsed :IS lig~rr.z$: ra~licr limn spellctl our. 

I:oiloi\~v~i: is ;: lisr ilf cx~lilplcr of'uluir tile Rulc Book Conrit~irtcc 112s dctcr~nir:ed (O be iorrccl t1s.tgc. 

one 3r11i.. CIIC It& OIIC kick. i)rtc PU!I. erc. 
2 5  gi~rds UII tt;e:t:r\. clc. 
100 t'rce,r>it. i l l  ba~ksnroke. ctc. 
19 !cars af':,g: 
ciglrr Iiifi,!~ 

2 icllgtlls 
4-d:1! prilg: II!, 

! : i t  ! I I I n i r  u cnterlcc ;ire spcllcd oir:. but rlii!:,! sc~ircrrc.?~ i i ~ o  b i  nordctl so 
as no1 Ic k.:t .~i v ;::I ,i r l s lnh i  



Sexist Pronouns 
The Rule Book Committee has just completed an arduous multi-year project to rid the Rule Book of 
masculine pronouns. It was neither a popular nor an enjoyable task-We actually had one member of the 
Committee resign rather than participate in the project. An) new language inserted into the Rule Book 

Should therefore be gender neutral, so that all this work will not have been in vain. This is of course 
easier said said than done. As Suggestions to authors notes (p. 155), 

Contrived tricky allifices to wver both senders should be avoided: helshe, she or he, slhe, hislhers, his or hers.himlher, 
and him or her sometime appear in technical reports, but they tend to distract or annoy the reader, especially fused repeatedly. 
Moreover, by making curt IiHle bows to feminism, they are condescendingly sexist. 

What are you suppose to do then? You can't say. "The swimmer is responsible for providing his own 
counter" because that's sexist and you can't say "The swimmer is responsible for providing their own 
counter" because the subject and pronoun are not in agreement. Instead, try these suggestions: 

1. Use plurals instead of singulars. 
The swimmers are responsible for providing their own counters. 

2. Change the voice of the verb from active to passive. 
Providing a counter is the responsibility of the swimmer. 

3. Insert a particle. Instead of saying: 
The swimmer may follow the same procedure before he turns the relay card in to the Clerk of 
Course. 



say: 
The srrdmmer rnqvfo 

4. Simply omit the offe d of saying: 
A mimn~er may declar~ his wnntfocheii statas at a y  tmte. 
say: 

dlow fhe J 

ding n o  

rabrii pro05 

rd. Instea 

A swirnmei may decfm ~noltached sratuu at any lime: 

Exception: The Rtlte Book has historically uscd the term "Chairmat," no1 "Chhi~pet.~3n." and not 
"Chair" (which is something you sit on). 

L 

Commas 
Use the serial comma: 
b u l ~ f l l ~ ,  bbakk~lrok@. hr~.aststrake, m~djreesple 
not 
butterj!~, bhackrtroke, bremrsrrok~ andfrrt*s/jle 

Quotation Marks 
Periods and commas always go inside quotalion marks, colons, semico;Lons. cxckmlion poin~s, md 
question mirrks go ou~sidc quutniioa marks. unIas they're pan of the quoted material. 

According to l'hr Pvoctical ~piisr [3d edition, 1973. p. 178 j. " ih!  defines and restricts; which is 
a. explatlatoq and nonrcarictive." In other words, say "the fruit that H a s  rotten" if the fact that the fmir is 

I 

mttcn is what d~szingtrishes it from other fruit, and "the fntir, which was rotten"' if the fact that the inair is 
roilrn is only an intercstiag sidelight. "Which" shoaId usually k prcccded bv a comwa. 

The incorrect use of "which" is rampant throaghaut the Rule Bmk (as it is in nruch of the material 
publ~ihed evc? year) ScveraI members of the Rulcs Committee lrold inwrrccl tlses of "which" 111 I11c'lt 

rccorrrrncnclatrcms filr proposed rulcs changcs wib~nitted at l l~c  1095 c.o!lverrt~on Peoplc usc "I\ Iirult" 
rr IIL'II they t r ~ . ' ; ~ n  'r l~nt ' hcc;~use thg 1h1rb t f  rou ndi lrinre wriotls klorl of ~t prohiif~P! ~ ' r c p t  Illo!r 1 ~ 1  r Yt'l. 
f h ( $  \ ~d " '  , 1 ' .I 1: V " .  :' T!I ' ' "  la 3 p - ~ % ' i  - {7tr  ' 1 ) ~  l)r\ 1 1 1 ( ' ~  1 !'. ( .;<{ ' 1 iLL4 n 1 
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